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SEPT 10–13 & 
17–20, 2026

BLACK BOX STAGE

REEFER MADNESS is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals. 
concordtheatricals.com

Reefer Madness was originally directed by Andy Fickman and produced by Stephanie Steele 
for Dead Old Man Productions. Orchestrations by David Manning & Nathan Wang

Winner: 2000 L.A. Drama Critic’s Circle Awards, Best Production and Best Musical Score. 

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO/VISUAL RECORDINGS 
OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, 
INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S 
RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists



Setting
The year 1936 in an American high school auditorium,  

the scene of a local theatre presentation.  

This production is a play within a play.  
It runs in two acts with one 15-minute intermission

Inspired by the original 1936 film of the same name, this raucous  
musical comedy takes a tongue-in-cheek look at the hysteria caused  

when clean-cut kids fall prey to marijuana, leading them on a hysterical 
downward spiral filled with evil jazz music, sex and violence.

Warning: Strong drug themes, exaggerated violence, sexual situations, 
implied nudity, and mild to moderate profanity. These themes are presented 

in a highly stylized, spoof-like manner rather than being entirely realistic. 
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Special Thanks 
Fleetwood Diner, Waverly Community Schools, Dewitt High School  

Music & Theatre Department, Lansing City Pulse, Seek Movers, Amy Jo Brown,  
Joseph and Allison Kelly, Xia Skowronek, Susan Otterman

Musicians 
Aaron Bender - Drums | Eric Chatfield - Woodwinds

Matt DiMambro - Bass | Yoshi Fukagawa - Guitar | Kait Wilson - Keyboard

“I’m not trying to lampoon the United States government. I’m trying to lampoon 
everyone and everything. This show is an equal opportunity offender.” 

—Dan Studney (music & book)



RIVERWALK STAFF

ARTISTIC OPERATIONS 	  
MANAGER	 Rita Sobish

BUSINESS OPERATIONS	   
MANAGER	 Abbie Tykocki

CUSTODIAL/MAINTENANCE	 Adam Carlson
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COSTUME SHOP  
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PROGRAM LAYOUT	 Kelly Sandula-Gruner
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2026–2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT	 Alan Greenberg

VP ADMINISTRATION	 Liane Zimny

VP PRODUCTION	 Marcus Fields

TREASURER	 Richard Pfeifer

SECRETARY	 Elizabeth Sauter

Riverwalk Theatre  
is generously supported by:

228 Museum Drive
Lansing, MI 48933

Info/Reservations 517-482-5700
Email RWT@RiverwalkTheatre.com

Riverwalk office hours  
Wed 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

or by appointment;  
and one hour prior to showtimes

@riverwalktheatre

@riverwalk_theatre

@riverwalk_theatre

@riverwalktheatre.bsky.social

Frank Boston

Leon Green

Holly Kay-Cannon

Bernie Lucas

Scott Mandel

Lauren Mudry

Katrina Robinson

Elisha Smith

Brendan Sutherland

Rick Wendorf

Linda Widener

Aaron Wittbrodt



From the Director
Directing Reefer Madness has been so fulfilling for me. As humans, we have so 
much to learn, and I’ve done quite a bit of diving into the weeds specifically 
around themes of Propaganda and Community. In a society where social 
media and AI programming is taking over, propaganda feels unavoidable. It’s 
up to us as a people to remain informed and utilize multiple trusted outlets to 
get information, not just the ones we’re comfortable with. How will you stay 
vigilant and informed by good research? What is your plan to support local 
arts and artists rather than accepting manufactured AI slop art?

I’ve learned quite a bit about community; it’s hard to reach out to people and 
ask for help, but generally, people want to help where they can! It’s in our 
instincts to help people in the best ways we can offer. Building a strong village 
within your community goes a long way for your mental and emotional state. 
So I ask, how are you showing up for YOUR village?  —Quinn Kelly

ACT ONE
Reefer Madness

Lecturer and Company

Romeo & Juliet
Jimmy and Mary

The Stuff
Mae

Down at the Ol’ Five And Dime 
Lecturer, Jimmy, Jack and Company

Jimmy Takes a Hit
Sally, Jimmy, Jack, Ralph,  

Mae and Lecturer 

The Orgy
Company

Lonely Pew
Mary

Listen to Jesus, Jimmy
Jesus and Company

Lullabye
Sally’s Baby

Mary Jane/Mary Lane 
Jimmy, Mary and Company

Act One Finale
Company

ACT TWO
Jimmy on the Lam

Mary, Jimmy, Sally, Ralph,  
Mae and Company

The Brownie Song
Jimmy and Company

Down at the Ol’ Five and Dime 
(Reprise)
Lecturer

Little Mary Sunshine
Ralph and Mary

Mary’s Death
Jimmy and Mary

Murder
Company

The Stuff (Reprise)
Mae and Company

Listen to Jesus, Jimmy (Reprise)
Jesus, Jimmy, and Company

The Truth
Company

Musical Numbers



Cast

Betsy Karinen
LECTURER

Jason Durr
JIMMY

Sylvia Bunn
MARY

Connor Kelly
JACK

Ny’Kieria Blocker
MAE

Lizabeth Desmet
SALLY

Evan David
RALPH

Ellie Alspaugh
PLACARD GIRL

Jordyne Darden
ENSEMBLE

Jillian Gaynett
ENSEMBLE

Kayla Henry
ENSEMBLE/ 

HAIR & MAKEUP

Caleb Liggett
ENSEMBLE

Harvey Rancour
ENSEMBLE

Bria Watkins-Gable
ENSEMBLE

Ian Whipp
ENSEMBLE



Quinn Kelly
DIRECTOR/ 
SET DESIGN

Rita Sobish
ASST. DIRECTOR/

INTIMACY CHOREO

Kait Wilson
MUSIC  

DIRECTOR

Anna Hill
STAGE  

MANAGER

Production Team

Carmen Zavala
DANCE 

CHOREOGRAPHER

Amanda Macomber
COSTUMES

Anna Maier
PRODUCER

Aaron Wittbrodt
PRODUCER

James Brunk III
LIGHTING DESIGN

LEARN MORE ABOUT 
OUR CAST AND 
CREW ONLINE

riverwalktheatre.com/ 
cast-and-crew-bios.html

Beck Bunn
SCENOGRAPHY 

ASSIST.

Leroy Cupp
LEAD SET BUILD

Hannah Paff
ASSIST. STAGE  

MANAGER

Nick Eaton
SOUND DESIGN

Elisha Smith
SCENOGRAPHY

Dylan VanZwoll
PROPS ASSIST.

Kat Kircos
PROPS

Tobi Robinson
LIGHT BOARD OP.

NOT PICTURED

Ashley Hampton,  
Quincy Guthaus
COSTUME ASSISTANTS

Ron Meyer
ASSISTANT DANCE 
CHOREOGRAPHER

Jeff Miller
SET DESIGN



Have you ever wanted to try improvisational 
comedy? Are you an actor who wants to hone their 
skills or even someone who has never tried acting? 
We invite you to join us at Bare Bones Improv!

riverwalktheatre.com/bare-bones-improv

•	 No experience necessary

•	 Age 18+, all skill levels

•	 Relaxed environment!

•	 First session free; become a theatre member  
($20 minimum) to attend all subsequent sessions

OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO

DONATION OF PROGRAM PRINTING

GRAPHIC DESIGN & LAYOUT CAST PORTRAITS & LOCATION SHOOTS

Open M-W-F 
4:30–7:00 p.m.  
and 11:00–2:00 

on 2nd Saturdays

1131 May Street
Lansing

costumes@riverwalktheatre.com
rwtcostumeshop.com

Spooky season is around the corner. 
Make us your destination for  

unique costume rentals 

TUESDAYS 7:00 
here at Riverwalk



JOIN NOW FOR 
SEASON 2026–2027

Riverwalk can’t survive 
on ticket sales alone. Your 
membership is critical to 
helping us keep the spotlight 
shining. Memberships are 
good for one year from the 
date of purchase. 

MAKE A BIGGER IMPACT WITH MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP 
Recurring monthly giving lets you make a bigger impact in a way that’s affordable 
and convenient while providing the steady support that helps Riverwalk thrive 
year-round. Join online today at riverwalktheatre.com/membership

Benefits
All membership levels 
receive:

•	 Recognition on our 
website

•	 Invitation to Annual 
Meeting

•	 Voting privileges

•	 Discounted tickets 
to special events like 
our cabarets and 
improv performances

•	 E-newsletter updates

•	 Access to alcohol 
purchase at 
concessions — in 
accordance with 
RWT policies and 
Michigan law

•	 Plus. . .

ACTOR
q	$20+

TECHNICIAN
q	$50+   Program listing

STAGE MANAGER 

q	$10/month or	  
q	$120
Program listing and 2 
complimentary tickets

DIRECTOR 

q	$25/month or	  
q	$300
Program listing and 3 
complimentary tickets

PRODUCER
q	$50/month or	  
q	$600
Program listing and 4 
complimentary tickets

STAR
q	$100/month or	  
q	$1,200
Program listing, 5 complimentary 
tickets, and 2 drink coupons

ANGEL
q	$250/month or	  
q	$3,000
Program listing, 8 complimentary 
tickets, and 4 drink coupons

CHAMPION
q	$500/month or	  
q	$6,000
Program listing, 10 complimentary 
tickets, 5 drink coupons, and a 
reserved seat at the annual Barney 
Awards

LEGACY
q	$10,000+
Program listing, 10 complimentary 
tickets, 5 drink coupons, reserved seat 
and recognition at the Barney Awards, 
and underwrite a production!

Checks should be made payable to Riverwalk Theatre 
Mail or drop off payment and form to: 228 Museum Drive • Lansing, MI 48933
You may also join online at riverwalktheatre.com/membership

We are a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization; 
donations are tax deductible



We would like to express our 
gratitude to the friends who have 
generously supported Riverwalk 
Theatre with membership. If we have 
inadvertently left your name off this 
list, please accept our apologies and 
contact us so that we may make the 
correction. This list is current as of 
August 23, 2026. 

Members in our ACTOR 
category listed on website.

LEGACY

PRODUCERSTAR

DIRECTOR STAGE MANAGER TECHNICIAN

MEMBERS
2026–2027

ANGEL
Jim Buffa
Tom & Carol Ferris

Jack & Marge Hetherington

Diane Ashera
Sam & Mary Austin  
    Charitable Fund
Alan & Suzanne Greenberg
Bob Mellor & Roger Rochowiak

Hari Kern
The Kircos Family
Allison & Sebastian Meyer
Robert & Joan Trezise
Kristin Whitwam
Aaron Wittbrodt

Susan DeRosa
Kelly Garland & Audra Mather
Kameron & Taren Going
Holly Kay-Cannon
Tessa Norman
Dave & Angie Schwab
Tracy & Michelle Smith
Kaelyn Smith
The Sobishes
Mike Sobocinski
Emily Stevens
Polly Bashore & Tari Ott
Richard D. Weingartner

Anonymous
Erin Biel
Joy Campbell
Ed & Camy Cronin
Catherine Groll
Kayla Henry
Elizabeth Holder
Owen Hook
Karen & Jerry Jennings
Jennifer Johnson
Camara Lewis
Kahy & Bob Lovell
Julie Maclachlan
Ric Martin
Daniel’l Naruta
Claudia & Matt Ottinger
Kaela Panicucci
Shirley & Steve Robinson
JT Tosolt
Mary Wardell
The Wittbrodt Family

Mary Avery
Jessica Clements
Gwen Erickson
Irene Frost
Chai Karve

Join online at 
riverwalktheatre.com/

membership

At Riverwalk, differences 
are celebrated, voices 
are amplified, and 
friendships are forged 
that transcend the 
boundaries of age, race, 
and background. 

— Diane Cooke



Memorial and/or Tribute 
contributions in any amount 
will be listed in programs for 
one year. Please make checks 
payable to Riverwalk Theatre, 
and on the check memo note  

“in memory of” or “in honor of”. 

IN MEMORY OF  
UTE VON DER HEYDEN

Joan & Jerry Mattson

IN MEMORY OF  
CAPTAIN DOUGLAS  

P. KEMPF
Cindy Douglas

IN MEMORY OF  
TOM KLUNZINGER

Justin Banks & Estina Blaine-Banks
Jane & Mark Zussman

Susan Nehf

memorial Donations

You don’t have to be on the stage to find a role at Riverwalk. We need volunteers 
of all types: backstage, costumes, props, set building, painting, ushering and 

concessions. Fill out a volunteer form at riverwalktheatre.com/volunteer

Our current lobby artist is Jillianne Post
Jillianne is a 26-year-old artist based in Lansing. She 
grew up on a farm in northern Michigan, and moved 
south to earn her Bachelor’s degree in fine Arts and 
Business from the University of Olivet. Later she 
was awarded a scholarship to attend an oil-painting 
residency in Paros, Greece. When she’s not creating 
for herself, she helps others create at her job at a 
pottery studio here in Lansing. 

“This lobby art series is 
an exploration of my use of color theory, visual 
contrast, and my take on surrealism. These 
pieces intend to portray different feelings during 
altered states of consciousness whether that’s 
due to trauma, extreme emotions, or substance 
use. I created each piece during a specific period 
in my life to express the emotions I was feeling 
at the time. I want the viewer to be mesmerized 
by the dissonance of the colors and embrace 
whatever feelings each piece invokes and assign 
their own interpretation of it.” 



SEASON 38 
2026–2027
More information including audition dates  
on our socials and riverwalktheatre.com 

@riverwalktheatre

@riverwalk_theatre

@riverwalk_theatre

@riverwalktheatre.bsky.social

Season subject to change. Special events, 
workshops and other programming may  

be added throughout the season. 

Visit riverwalktheatre.com for  
current info, tickets and membership.

Comprehensive calendar for all local  
theaters at greaterlansingtheatre.net

REEFER MADNESS
SEPTEMBER 10–13 & 17–20, 2026

DIRECTED BY QUINN KELLY

COME FROM AWAY
OCTOBER 15–18 & 22–25, 2026

DIRECTED BY JANE FALION  
& MICHELE BOOHER-PUROSKY

CLYBOURNE PARK
NOVEMBER 5–8 & 12–15, 2026

DIRECTED BY ALAN GREENBERG

A CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 12–13, 2026
DIRECTED BY AARON WITTBRODT

NINE
JANUARY 21–24 & 28–31, 2027

DIRECTED BY KAMERON GOING  
& AMANDA TOLLSTAM

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS
FEBRUARY 18–21 & 25–28, 2027

DIRECTED BY SAM JOHNSON

KEN LUDWIG’S SHERWOOD:  
THE ADVENTURES  
OF ROBIN HOOD

MARCH 11–14 & 18–21, 2027
DIRECTED BY MARCUS FIELDS

OVER THE RAINBOW CABARET
APRIL 16–17, 2027

DIRECTED BY ZOË SCHULTHEISS  
& LIZABETH DESMET

AN EVENING OF  
TENNESSEE WILLIAMS
SUDDENLY LAST SUMMER  
& SOMETHING UNSPOKEN

MAY 6–9 & 13–16, 2027
DIRECTED BY AMY RICKETT

MEAN GIRLS
JUNE 3–6 & 10–13, 2027
DIRECTED BY ABBIE TYKOCKI

BARE BONES IMPROV NIGHTS & 
AUDIO AIR FORCE RADIO PLAYS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIALS FOR DATES; 
SEVERAL SHOWS PRESENTED DURING THE SEASON

Members will receive discounted tickets to cabarets and other special events.


